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All six Sundays of Lent this year feature readings from the Gospel of Luke. Taken together, they
invite us to more deeply consider the theme of reconciliation. The gardener gives the barren
fig tree additional time, attention, and care. The father extravagantly loves the wayward son.
Jesus restores hope to the accused woman. Jesus asks the Father to forgive his persecutors
and promises paradise to the repentant thief.

Reconciliation is not just a sacrament. It’s also a lifestyle, a guiding principle. As St. Paul
exhorted us on Ash Wednesday — in the same passage we’ve been using at our penance
services this Lent — we are to be ambassadors of Christ’s reconciling action in the world.
“Behold,” says Paul, “now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” This
Lent, how is the Holy Spirit inviting us to become better ambassadors for Christ?

When we speak about goal setting, the Second Sunday of Lent gave us three verbs to consider:
change, transform, and transfigure. To change means to become different, perhaps only
temporarily. To transform means to become thoroughly or dramatically different. It’s still a
neutral term: transformation may be thorough, but it’s not necessarily better. But to be
transfigured means to be elevated, to become thoroughly or dramatically more beautiful. 

We believe that Jesus’ Transfiguration likely happened at a place with a sweeping view of one
of the most important travel routes in the ancient world. The Jezreel Valley connects Africa,
Asia, and Europe, and it has been the scene of many important military battles over millennia
— Egyptians against Canaanites, Philistines against Israelites. Did Jesus know that it was here
that Saladin would defeat the Crusaders, that Napoleon would conquer the Ottomans, and
that the Book of Revelation would predict the final battle between good and evil?

The Jezreel Valley is a place not only of war and death, but also of beauty and life. Two million
years ago, it was an underwater channel that connected the Mediterranean Sea to other
major bodies of water. As geological forces raised this land out of the water, it became the
best farming land in the region, the very “heart” of the Holy Land. 

This Lent, how are we praying for our lives to be transfigured? Likewise, how are we praying for
our parish and for our world to be transfigured? It’s easy to give into Satan’s temptation to
settle for mere change. Why solve world hunger if one can simply change stones into bread?
Why lift up the downtrodden if we can surrender our responsibility to others? Why construct
healthy routines for diet, sleep, and exercise if we can take risks and put God to the test? But to
transfigure the parish or the world requires the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We know that we
cannot otherwise achieve complex goals. 

It requires a longer view to appreciate the transfiguration of the Jezreel Valley. As God has
slowly and literally elevated it, it has become more beautiful and fruitful.

The last nine months at Old St. Mary’s have been filled with change and beauty. There's a
growing energy and renewed engagement: more people are coming to Mass, getting involved
in ministries, and reconnecting with one another. These are fruits of something deeper stirring
in our parish: a desire to walk more closely on our faith journey with Christ and with one
another. We are building on a strong foundation — generations of faith, service, and leadership
— and we continue to ask how we can grow as an even more evangelizing, hope-filled, and
spiritually vibrant community.

PASTORAL MESSAGE

Picking the Right Verb to Reconcile the World



Now Hiring | Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
We recently posted the Director of Lifelong Faith Formation job.

Please feel free to share with anyone who might be interested in the position.
Head to bit.ly/OSM-DirectorLifelongFaith or scan the QR code to learn more.

As we prepare for Easter, take time to experience God’s mercy and healing at our
Parish Reconciliation Service on Monday, April 7, at 7:00 PM in the church.

Through scripture, prayer, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
we open our hearts to God’s grace and renewal.

Multiple priests will be available for individual confession.

This Lent, with Luke’s weekly messages of reconciliation, how do we keep listening to the Holy
Spirit? How do we keep trusting in one another? How do we continue the spiritual renewal of
our parish? How do we partner with God to be ambassadors of Christ’s reconciliation? Are we
praying for God to change us, transform us, or transfigure us?

Rev. Richard R. Andre, C. S. P.
Pastor

https://bit.ly/OSM-DirectorLifelongFaith


Sunday Faith Formation and Children’s
Liturgy of the Word will resume on Sunday,
April 6. Wishing safe travels to all who will
be away during Spring Break!

Join us for Adult Open Gym on Sundays
after the 4:00 PM Mass (5:00 - 6:30 PM). 

For those in their 20s and 30s

Wednesday, April 9
at 7:00 PM (Church)

Scan the QR code to sign up for our
young adult mailing list!
Questions? Contact
frdan@oldstmarys.com

Step away from the noise and into the quiet presence
of God. This Mass offers a space to slow down, be still,
and encounter Christ in the Eucharist.

Do you know someone who is homebound and would
like to receive Holy Communion? Our Ministers of
Care will soon be available to bring the Eucharist to
those who cannot attend Mass in person.
To request a visit, please fill the form at
bit.ly/osm-communionvisit or scan the QR code.
For urgent needs (Anointing of the Sick or Confession),
please continue to call the parish office directly at 312-922-3444.

Old St. Mary's Church Blood Drive
Social Hall

1500 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, IL 60605
Sunday, March 30, 2025   ︳9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

For an appointment call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and use the sponsor code: oldstmarys

Bring a photo ID or your blood donor card, or two other forms of ID
You can save up to 15 minutes when you donate blood by using RapidPass!

Visit RedCrossBlood.ord/RapidPass for more information.

American Red Cross

Give in March for a $10 Gift Card by email &
successful donations get A1C testing.

rcblood.org/March

1-800-RED CROSS    ︳1-800-733-2767    ︳redcrossblood.org    ︳Download the Blood Donor App

http://bit.ly/osm-communionvisit


During the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of Lent, our parish will celebrate the Scrutinies
with those preparing for baptism at the Easter Vigil. These ancient rites are a powerful
reminder that Lent is not just a season of personal reflection—it is a communal
journey toward the light of Christ.

The Scrutinies are not exams or tests, but moments of deep prayer, healing, and
strengthening for our Elect, those who have been chosen by God to enter the Church
through the waters of baptism. As a parish, we surround them with our love, prayers,
and example. In a real way, their journey renews our own—calling us to examine our
hearts, confront the shadows within us, and open ourselves more fully to God’s mercy.

Let us walk with our Elect with compassion and joy, praying that the light of Christ may
continue to break through in their lives—and in ours.

Loving God,
You call each of us by name and lead us into your light.

We lift up to you our Elect and Candidates—
bless them with courage, fill them with hope, and guide them with your grace.

As they prepare to enter more fully into the life of the Church,
may they know the prayers of our community.
Deepen our own faith as we walk beside them,

so that together we may rejoice in the light of Christ this Easter and always.
Amen.



MASS INTENTIONS

8 AM
11 AM
4 PM

Marilyn Athos (+)
Stacey Sheerin
People of the Parish

Monday, March 31
8:30 AM Mangan Family
Tuesday, April 1
8:30 AM All Souls in Need
Wednesday, April 2
8:30 AM Cardinal Bernardin (+)
Thursday, April 3
8:30 AM Stephen Oleszkiewicz (+)
Friday, April 4
8:30 AM Lisa Couch
Saturday, April 5
5 PM Michael Joseph Sasgen  (+)

Sunday, March 30

 Bulletin Submissions
Looking to put something in the bulletin?
Email bulletin@oldstmarys.com

Every contribution at Old St. Mary’s nurtures
our faith community and supports those in
need. Your generosity: through donations,
volunteering, or outreach, makes a difference.

Scan the QR code,
or give online at

https://oldstmarys.com/
donate/

We publish an email newsletter
every Thursday that covers events
going on for the weekend and
following week at Old St. Mary’s.

Scan the QR code, or signup at
bit.ly/osm-newsletter-signup

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
The readings for the week can be
found on the US Catholic Bishops
Conference website. Head to
https://bible.usccb.org/ or scan the
QR code.
St. Austin Catholic Church, with Fr. Rich, has
created an online guide to explore Bible readings
from Mass. Visit staustin.org/lectionary-guide.

Lenten Faith-Sharing Small
Groups continue throughout Lent!

Learn more or sign up at
bit.ly/osm-lent-smallgroup-

2025 

PALM SUNDAY
Saturday, April 12 | 5:00 PM Vigil
Sunday, April 13 | 8:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 4:00 PM

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 20 | 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
Note: no 4:00 PM Mass

The Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 19 | 8:00 PM
No 4:00 PM Confessions or 5:00 PM Mass

Good Friday
Friday, April 18
Stations of the Cross at 12:00 PM
Confessions after Stations until 2:30 PM
Good Friday Service at 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Note: No 8:30 AM Mass

Holy Thursday
Thursday, April 17
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 PM
Adoration following until 10:30 PM
Note: No 8:30 AM Mass

mailto:bulletin@oldstmarys.com
https://oldstmarys.com/donate/
https://oldstmarys.com/donate/
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001tWHBC2Uj9uHNJakmmbzz80SnTHGI6pNOwCYVzl2z9b9hUwRYw1oA4PrgXNBfw-l2qn9estXmCcf8G1do_vw5aDPSZZ7Yz0B5
https://staustin.org/lectionary-guide
http://bit.ly/osm-lent-smallgroup-2025
http://bit.ly/osm-lent-smallgroup-2025


OLD ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 8

A National Blue Ribbon School

www.osmschool.com
312-386-1560

1474 S. Michigan Ave.

PARISH STAFF SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM
Register at http://oldstmarys.com/baptism/

To request a copy of your baptismal
certificate, email baptisms@oldstmarys.com

MATRIMONY
https://oldstmarys.com/weddings/
Please contact Fr. Rich or Fr. Dan

RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday from 4:00 - 4:30 PM, 
or contact Fr. Rich or Fr. Dan

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Every First Friday during the 8:30 AM Mass,
or contact Fr. Rich or Fr. Dan

CONFIRMATION
Inquire at
https://oldstmarys.com/confirmation/

FUNERAL
Please contact Fr. Rich or Fr. Dan

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Every Friday after the 8:30 AM Mass
(9:00 AM - 11:30 AM)

8:30 AM

Saturday

MASS TIMES
Monday - Friday
Wednesday School Mass during School Year

5:00 PM Vigil
Sunday 8:00 AM, 11:00 AM

4:00 PM
Holy Days contact parish office

Scan the QR code
or register at 
bit.ly/osm-registration

Welcome!

Fr. Rich Andre, CSP
frrich@oldstmarys.com | ext. 29

Pastor

Fr. Dan Macalinao, CSP
frdan@oldstmarys.com | ext. 20

Associate Pastor

Ace Gangoso
ace@oldstmarys.com | ext. 14
Director of Liturgy and Music

Dawn Burns
dawn@oldstmarys.com | ext. 23

Business Manager

April Greer
agreer@osmschool.com | 312-386-1560

Old St. Mary’s School Principal

Lauren Huelster
lauren@oldstmarys.com

Executive Assistant to the Pastor

Barbara Escobar
barbara@oldstmarys.com

Senior LFF Administrator

Patti Murphy
patti@oldstmarys.com

Facility & Events Coordinator

Vanessa Jackson
Mamie Smith
Receptionists

Lorena Villegas
Maintenance

Fr. Bob Cary, CSP
Priest-in-Residence

-now hiring-
bit.ly/OSM-DirectorLifelongFaith

Director of Lifelong Faith Formation

https://oldstmarys.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/61/responses/new
https://bit.ly/OSM-DirectorLifelongFaith


For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Old St. Mary, Chicago, IL             A 4C 01-4079

“Complete Eye Care for the South Loop”

Robert Steinmetz O.D.
Parishioner

VSP/EYEMED/BCBS/Medicare Accepted

1444 S. Michigan Ave.                            312-588-5999
www.soloeyecare.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

470 West 26th St | Chicago, IL | 312-842-8681 | www.DalcamoFuneralHome.com

We’re Always Here

Bernard M. Dalcamo
Bernard M. Dalcamo, Jr.

Philip L. Dalcamo

Audrey McFarlin
Ins Agency Inc

Audrey McFarlin, Agent
audrey@audreymcfarlin.com

Bus: 708-371-3555

13301 S Ridgeland Ave 

Unit D, Palos Heights, IL

www.AudreyMcFarlin.com

Bus: 773-935-1400
1631 S Michigan Ave Suite 103, Chicago, IL

www.SouthLoopInsurance.com

Licensed in IL, IN, and WI
Mowimy po polsku.
 Se habla espanol

 

A.A. RAYNER
& SONS

318 E. 71st St.
Chicago, IL

773-846-6133

METS for MS

Mood and Excercise Training
Study for Multiple Sclerosis

TO SCREEN 

FOR OUR STUDY:

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
• Multiple Sclerosis Diagnosis

• Major Depressive Disorder

• Internet and e-mail access

• Physically Inactive

• Able to walk

• 18-64 years old

• English as primary language

• Live within 200 miles of Chicago

EMAIL ADDRESS

METSforMS@uic.edu

WEBSITE

Metsforms.ahs.uic.edu

PHONE NUMBER

(312) 355-1790

RESEARCH COORDINATOR

Alison Wathen

Principal Investigator: Dr. Rob Motl, 
Kinesiology and Nutrition

UIC STUDY2022-1354

1400 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE

312-854-8572

CHICAGOWAFFLES.COM/SOUTH-LOOP

20% OFF
WITH THIS AD

Must present coupon.

Limit one per visit.

Cannot be combined with  
other promotions. 

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

          Marylene Vitiello DDS
 2069 N. Clybourn 1525 E. 55th St. #303

 773-327-3331 773-947-8884
www.toothfairyworlddentistry.com

Se Habla Espanol

New Pediatric Patient Special!
2 bite-wing X-rays, Exam, Cleaning, & Flouride Treatment for $130.00

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444

Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Daily Deliveries to 

Chicago and Suburbs

kloecknerflowers.com

773-737-8232

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Alicia White

 
awhite@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x9783

Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 3:00pm

Saturday 12 pm to 5:00 pm

Sunday 8:30 am - 12:15 pm


