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Pastor’s Message 

From the Smallest of Seeds to the Mightiest of Plants 
 

It was only 20 years ago this summer that plans were hard at work to open the doors of the brand 
spanking new Old St. Mary’s Catholic School. Not since 1871 had St. Mary’s had a grade school, but 
at the urging of the OSM parents in South Loop the school opened its doors in September 2004. 
Recognizing the importance of Catholic education to sustain their children and the community.  
Maybe some of you remember? 

 

Why were Catholic schools created in the first place? Mostly because Catholics were a small minority 
of the population, usually persecuted and excluded from some of the civil liberties of protestants. 
The recent film on Mother Cabrini takes you into New York in the 1800’s and gives you a picture of 
what that persecution was like, but that was not the only place around the United States where  
persecution and discrimination were happening. 
 

So Catholics, in their own communities began to band together – they wanted the promise of  
America too. Then various Catholic leaders began to organize opportunities for Catholics to come 
together and learn and grow and even thrive. It was also a protective community organized around 
the faith and with brothers and sisters in the faith. 
 

These days we can say that from an educational perspective, Catholic Schools have succeeded well 
beyond the dreams of the founders. Catholic Schools are the largest educational system (outside of 
government sponsored schools) in the country. Catholics compete at every level of education and in 
the job market. 
 

Back to the opening doors of Old St. Mary’s School. It was always intended that our school would 
reflect the faith values of our parish. That parents and kids would be welcomed into the community 
that is Old St. Mary’s Church in South Loop Chicago, is at the heart of what the parish and school are 
about. 
 

I have been asked by different parents (over the last six years) “why is it so important to come to 
Church?" I mention this to other parents and they are exasperated with their peers. The small seeds 
of faith (including young children), need the nurture of more mature faith to truly thrive and become 
mighty. And parents too, need the support of those around them to also be mighty and thrive. It is 
important to come to church and be Church. 
 

As you enter the summertime of relaxation and recharging, I hope you will also take some time for 
reflection on the blessing of Catholic Education in an Catholic parish, and make some choices to  
realize all the faith can do for you, and how important you are too making all our understandings in 
education even better when they are guided by faith. 
 

Many Blessings! 
 

Fr. Brad 

Prayer for God’s Increase 

Dear God, 
 

Work here! Bring growth and increase to the work we are doing in Your name. Bless us as we follow where 
You invite, and work where You direct.  
Amen.   



Our Parish Mission 

Founded in 1833, Old St. Mary’s  
Parish is the first Catholic parish in the 

Chicago area. Guided for more than 

a century by the vision of the Paulist 

Fathers, we are a diverse and  

welcoming community dedicated to 

serving the spiritual needs of the 

Loop, South Loop and the greater 

Chicago area. As a unified Church 

and School community, Old St. Mary’s 
Parish promotes the mission of the  

Paulist Fathers to welcome those who 

have been away from the church, to 

build bridges of respect and  

collaboration with people of diverse 

backgrounds and religions, and to 

promote justice and healing in our  

society. 
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA -  
JUST FOR FUN 

 

Question: What was  

originally painted on the 

ceiling of the Sistine 

Chapel before 

Michaelangelo’s fresco? 
  

Answer: Gold stars on a 

blue background.        ©LPi 

Volunteers  
Needed 

 

St. James Food  
Pantry is seeking  
volunteers to help  

deliver food to  
Homebound Seniors 

on  
Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. 
The hours are as 

 follows:  
Wednesdays:  

10 am – 2pm., and  
Thursdays:  

11:30 am – 2 pm. 
Contact Peter Wawire 
at pwawire@stjames

wabash.org or  
312-842-1919  

ext. 213  
to volunteer. 

  

The Paulist Fathers and 

Staff of Old St. Mary’s 
Church wish all fathers a  

Happy Father’s Day. 
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Sunday Readings Mass Intentions 

MONDAY: 1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7; 
 Mt 5:38-42          

TUESDAY: 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 
 16; Mt 5:43-48  

WEDNESDAY: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20, 21, 24; 
 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  

THURSDAY: Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7;  
 Mt 6:7-15           

FRIDAY: 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Ps 132:11, 12,  
 13-14, 17-18; Mt 6:19-23              

SATURDAY: 2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-30,  
 31-32, 33-34; Mt 6:24-34         

NEXT SUNDAY:  Jb 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 
 28-29, 30-31 (1b); 2 Cor 5:14-17;  
 Mk 4:35-41  

Readings for the Week 

Sunday, June 16 

 8:00 AM   + Charles Young   

11:00 AM    + Joseph Corritore  

4:00 PM       People of the Parish 

Monday, June 17 - 8:30 am 

 Josie Bell Geoghegan  

Tuesday, June 18 - 8:30 am 

Marcos Fogata  

Wednesday, June 19 - 8:30 AM 

+ Halcie Daly  

Thursday, June 20 - 8:30 am 

Myrna G. Tiongco  

Friday, June 21 - 8:30 am 

+ Sean Shanahan  

Saturday, June 22 - 5:00 pm 

+ Carol J. Sheerin  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 

Faith can start small, Jesus tells us — as small as 
the tiniest seed on earth. But it’s up to us to  
surround that seed with good, nutritious soil, to 
nourish it with sunlight and water, and to tend to 
it lovingly so that it will grow. 

First Reading:  And all the trees of the field shall 
know that I, the LORD, bring low the high tree, 
lift high the lowly tree, wither up the green tree, 
and make the withered tree bloom.  (Ez 17:24) 
   

Psalm:  Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.  
(Ps 92) 
 

Second Reading: Therefore, we aspire to please 
him, whether we are at home or away.  
(2 Cor 5:9)  
 

Gospel: “It is like a mustard seed that, when it is 
sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it 
springs up and becomes the largest of 
plants.” (Mk 4:31-32) 

Mary Anne Smith 
long-time  

parishioner of Old 
St. Mary's and  

active Sacristan, 
Lector, and  
Eucharistic  
Minister is  

recognized by the 
Chicago Legal  

Volunteer Services 
with Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

Use the following link to read about Mary 
Anne's achievements and see the full list of 

2024 awardees.  
https://www.cvls.org/2024/05/13/2024-

awardees/ 
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Restarting & Continuing The 
Chosen Series 

 

We are restarting 
the Chosen series 
with Season 1 
starting Tuesday,  
July 9. This will 
occur every  

Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm in 
Room 201.  

 

We will also 

continue  

The Chosen 
Season 4 on 
Wednesday 
mornings 

from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

The Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) 
matches skills and experiences of 
adults 50+ with Chicagoland non-
profits dedicated to walking with 
and assisting those most in need. 
IVC supports members in  
deepening their faith through  
formation opportunities rooted in 
the Ignatian tradition. 
 

Learn more by attending an  
upcoming information session on 
June 20 at Old St. Mary’s. 
 

Register online: www.ivcusa.org/
chicago  Or call 201.407.6052 

 

JUNETEENTH 

 

On Wednesday, June 
19th, the nation  
celebrates Juneteenth 
or Freedom Day.  It is a 
federal holiday marking 

the date on which slavery ended in the United States.  
It is the date the Union soldiers arrived in Texas and 
freed the last remaining slaves two and half years after 
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation. 



Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

Fridays from   
9 AM to Noon. 
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Father Bradford Schoeberle, CSP 

Pastor, ext. 29 

frbrad@oldstmarys.com 

Father Patrick Johnson, CSP  
Associate Pastor, ext. 20  

pjohnson@oldstmarys.com 

Scott Williams 
Director of Liturgy and Music,  

ext. 14     
swilliams@oldstmarys.com 

Oblate James Holzhauer-Chuckas, ObSB 

Dir. Lifelong Faith Formation 

ext. 26 

james@oldstmarys.com 

April Greer, School Principal 
312-386-1560 

agreer@osmschool.com 

Dawn Burns  
Business Manager, ext. 23 

dawn@oldstmarys.com 

 

Patti Murphy 

Facility & Parish Events  
Coordinator 

patti@oldstmarys.com 

 

Lauren Huestler 
Lifelong Faith Formation, Admin Asst. 

lauren@oldstmarys.com 

 

Renette  Coachman 

Bulletin Editor 
bulletin@oldstmarys.com 

Database Manager 
Sacramental  Records 

rcoachman@oldstmarys.com 

  Vanesa Jackson, Receptionist 

Mamie Smith, Receptionist 

Mattie Young, Receptionist 
 

 Lorena Villegas, Maintenance 

 

PARISH STAFF MASS TIMES 

MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

SATURDAY:  
5:00 pm  

SUNDAY:  
8:00 am, 11:00 am & 4:00 pm  

 

  DAILY MASS:  
8:30 am  

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  

PARISH PHONE:  
312.922.3444 

PARISH WEBSITE:  
www.oldstmarys.com 

SCHOOL PHONE:  
312.386.1560 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  
www.osmschool.com 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

PHONE/WEBSITE INFO 

SACRAMENTS 

BAPTISMS: 

PLEASE GO TO OUR  
 WEBSITE TO REGISTER 

YOUR CHILD(REN)  FOR  
BAPTISM. 

YOU WILL BE CONTACTED. 

CONFESSIONS: 

4 PM SATURDAY  
AND BY APPOINTMENT 

 



OLD ST MARY’S has a 
SOCIAL MEDIA  

presence. 

Our giving platfom is Pushpay.    

To begin using Pushpay as a way to share your 
treasure go to  

 https://pushpay.com/g/
oldstmarys/    

You can also access it from 

 our website, our  parish app 
or from this QR code. 

You can also  DONATE TO OLD ST. MARY’S with   
Zelle through your bank.  

Use email address give@oldstmarys.com 

 BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Items are due no later 

than 5PM on Mondays.  Please Email items to  

bulletin@oldstmarys.com.  Thank You! 

To learn  about what the Archdiocese does to  
protect children, heal victims and make sure all 
priests and church leaders are held accountable. 
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Best Gluten-Free Flours 

for your  

Best Improved Health

FREE Bulk Trial  

for Restaurants

Call (773) 352-9169

https://www.ringoflife.co/ 

ParishionerSpread the Love

“Complete Eye Care for the South Loop”

Robert Steinmetz O.D.
Parishioner

VSP/EYEMED/BCBS/Medicare Accepted

1444 S. Michigan Ave.                            312-588-5999
www.soloeyecare.com

• Catering

• Roo�op Patio

• Funeral Luncheons

• Full Service Bar

1212 S. Michigan Avenue

312-374-4459

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Two Locations to Best Serve You:

 318 East 71st Street 5911 W. Madison Street

 (773) 846-6133 (773) 626-4222

Catholic Family Serving Catholic Families

470 West 26th St | Chicago, IL | 312-842-8681 | www.DalcamoFuneralHome.com

We’re Always Here

Bernard M. Dalcamo
Bernard M. Dalcamo, Jr.

Philip L. Dalcamo

Audrey McFarlin
Ins Agency Inc

Audrey McFarlin, Agent
audrey@audreymcfarlin.com

Bus: 708-371-3555

13301 S Ridgeland Ave 

Unit D, Palos Heights, IL

www.AudreyMcFarlin.com

Bus: 773-935-1400
1631 S Michigan Ave Suite 103, Chicago, IL

www.SouthLoopInsurance.com

Licensed in IL, IN, and WI
Mowimy po polsku.
 Se habla espanol

 

A.A. RAYNER
& SONS

318 E. 71st St.
Chicago, IL

773-846-6133

METS for MS

Mood and Excercise Training
Study for Multiple Sclerosis

TO SCREEN 

FOR OUR STUDY:

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
• Multiple Sclerosis Diagnosis

• Major Depressive Disorder

• Internet and e-mail access

• Physically Inactive

• Able to walk

• 18-64 years old

• English as primary language

• Live within 200 miles of Chicago

EMAIL ADDRESS

METSforMS@uic.edu

WEBSITE

Metsforms.ahs.uic.edu

PHONE NUMBER

(312) 355-1790

RESEARCH COORDINATOR

Alison Wathen

Principal Investigator: Dr. Rob Motl, 
Kinesiology and Nutrition

UIC STUDY2022-1354

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x9227


