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December 10, 2023 
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PASTOR’S WHITE BOARD 

  

Advent, Mark, and Edginess in the Year Ahead – for each of us. 
  

As the curtains parted on the new Church Year last weekend, we have found ourselves in Mark’s 
Gospel with Jesus telling us point blank, “Be watchful! Be alert!” Maybe you already know, Mark’s 
Gospel is the shortest of the Gospels, and it is also the tersest. We quickly hear of the Baptist, and 
Mary, and, yes the fourth Sunday of Advent is Christmas Eve. So we have to hear the pronounce-
ments quickly before Advent runs out of time. 
  

But there is another sharp edge to this Mark Gospel Year. During the summer, we will jump from 
Mark to John’s Bread of Life passages in July and August. Some find these Bread of Life Gospels  
tedious, or at least repetitious, because they dig into the mystery of the Eucharist. How many  
different ways are there to talk about the Eucharist? I have never found it onerous to preach about 
Jesus, Eucharist and Bread of Life, there is always something new – Jesus is as alive now as ever. 
  

This weekend, one group that is taking on the newness of the Gospel in a sharp way are our  
Confirmation candidates. At the 4:00p.m. Mass Bishop Lombardo and the community will call down 
the Holy Spirit upon them, as we hear the message of John the Baptizer to look to Jesus. That is the 
edge of the Gospel of Mark – keep your eye on Jesus because he is going to move quickly and 
brusquely among both his followers and resisters. 
  

It is also significant that in 2024 we continue our Eucharistic Revival. That this revival comes in a 
year when Mark rushes us to John says, the only way to really make progress in our spiritual lives is 
to keep up with all that is happening with Jesus, AND in simple and pointed reflections on what 
Communion means in our life and how we are growing in understanding what it calls us to do. 
  

So, don’t blink. Keep watch on Jesus. Help each other stay caught up with what Jesus may be saying 
about our lives, how we live them, and how we can help other people who have no clue about who 
Jesus is, or think he is somehow boring or insignificant. That’s on us – time for us to talk more 
about Jesus in simple and edgy ways. 
  

God Bless you on your Advent Journey. 
Fr. Brad 

Join us online: https://bit.ly/3u5VEzg  



Our Parish Mission 

Founded in 1833, Old St. Mary’s Parish is the first Catholic parish in the Chicago area. Guided for more than a 
century by the vision of the Paulist Fathers, we are a diverse and welcoming community dedicated to serving the 

spiritual needs of the Loop, South Loop and the greater Chicago area. As a unified Church and School  
community, Old St. Mary’s Parish promotes the mission of the Paulist Fathers to welcome those who have been 

away from the church, to build bridges of respect and collaboration with people of diverse backgrounds and  
religions, and to promote justice and healing in our society. 
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Sunday Readings Mass Intentions 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday, December 9 - 5:00 pm 

 + Evie Surianegara 

Sunday, December 10 

8:00 am     Mansueka Java, Jr. 

11: 00 am   + Nena Fogata    

4:00 pm      Confirmation Candidates  

Monday, December 11 - 8:30 am 

 + Frank & Geraldine Coachman 

Tuesday, December 12 - 8:30 am 

Janice D. Bell 

Wednesday, December 13 - 8:30 am 

+ David Alcorn 

+ Rosita Navarro 

Thursday, December 14 - 8:30 am  
Byron Coachman 

Friday, December 15 - 8:30 am 

+ James Imbag 

GIVING TREE 
 

Your Giving Tree gifts are due on 

Monday, December 11. 
 
 Alternatively, you can also donate using 
our online giving platform Pushpay. The 

following link will allow you to make a one-time donation 
to the Giving Tree. https://ppay.co/dasz0OrgKsY 
 
Or you can scan the QR code to the right. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

First Reading:  A voice cries out: In the desert 
prepare the way of the LORD! Make straight in 
the wasteland a highway for our God! (Is 40:3) 
 

Psalm:  Lord, let us see your kindness, and 
grant us your salvation. (Ps 85) 
 

Second Reading: We await new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells.  
(1 Pt 1:13) 
 

Gospel:  John the Baptist appeared in the  
Desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. (Mk 16:4) 

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12,  
 13-14 (8); 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,  
 13-14; Lk 5:17-26  

Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or  
 Lk 1:39-47 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 
 10; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11,  
 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6;  
 Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b,  
 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Next Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48,  
 49-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8,  
 19-28  



 Page Four                                     Old St. Mary’s Catholic Church                           DECEMBER 10, 2023     

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 

Remember your loved ones at Christmas with a gift of flowers for the altar. 
With a donation of $25, we will publish the name(s) of the person(s) to be 
remembered in our December 31  and January 7 bulletins. 
 

If you receive parish envelopes, there is an envelope in your packet which 
you can use for this purpose. There will also be envelopes in the Commons 
available for everyone’s use. 
 
You can also make a donation through Pushpay.  
https://ppay.co/LaXLLI5l5N4 or you can use the QR code to the right. 

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of 
the Americas is on Tuesday, December 12th.   

Come visit the special altar to honor our Blessed 
Mother in the church from through  

December 13th. 
 

On weekday mornings, join us to pray the  
Novena for Our Lady of Guadalupe with the  

rosary at 8AM in the church. The novena will  
conclude on December 12th with a special  

hospitality gathering in the commons after the 
8:30am Mass  
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NOTE: The invest in Kids Act Tax Credit Scholarship  

previously raised $138,016 supporting  

16 students at Old St. Mary’s School. 
We need your help now more than ever so that we may 

retain these students. 

DONATE YOUR IRA  

REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION 
 

You cannot keep money in your  

employer-sponsored retirement  

plan(s) indefinitely. Once you reach 

retirement, you will need to with-

draw money from these funds  

annually. This is a great opportunity 

to begin or grow your philanthropic 

giving.  

If you are the account owner of 

one of these types of accounts and 

you have reached age 72 (73 if you 

reach age 72 after Dec. 31, 2022), 

you have a Required Minimum  

Distribution (RMD). 

The RMD is the smallest amount  

account holders must withdraw 

from employer-sponsored retire-

ment plans each year once they 

reach retirement. If you fail to meet 

your RMD, the amount not with-

drawn will be taxed at 50%.  

If you have an RMD on your own  

account or an inherited account 

and you do not need the funds,  

donating to charity (Old St. Mary’s) 
is a great option. Your required with-

drawal will be included in your  

taxable income and cannot be 

rolled into other tax-deferred  

accounts. However, donating your 

RMD is a qualified charitable  

distribution (QCD). 

Up to $100,000 of your distribution 

from an employer-sponsored retire-

ment account (including but not 

limited to your RMD) is a QCD. 

Make your donation by December 

31 to qualify this year. 

Second Week of Advent   
Behold with Sr. Miriam James  

 

Let the Holy Family be your light through Advent as you receive the 
healing power of Christ. 
 
In this beautiful guided video series on FORMED, Sr. Miriam James 
Heidland, SOLT—author of the bestselling book Restore and  
co-host of the Abiding Together Podcast — walks with you as you 
explore familial wounds with the help of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 
 
Week two: Fatherhood—Adopt Joseph as your father and  

embrace his loving strength as you seek healing in your relationship 
with your own father. 
 

https://watch.formed.org/advent-week-2/videos/second-

week-of-advent-behold-with-sr-miriam-james 
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Father Bradford Schoeberle, CSP 
Pastor, ext. 29 

frbrad@oldstmarys.com 

Father Patrick Johnson, CSP  
Associate Pastor, ext. 20  

pjohnson@oldstmarys.com 

Father Robert Cary, CSP 
rcary@oldstmarys.com 

Maryellen Harrington 
Pastoral Associate, Director 

 Lifelong Faith Formation, ext. 26 
mharrington@oldstmarys.com 

Scott Williams 
Director of Liturgy and Music,  

ext. 14     
swilliams@oldstmarys.com 

April Greer, School Principal 

312-386-1560 
agreer@osmschool.com 

 
Dawn Burns  

Business Manager, ext. 23 
dawn@oldstmarys.com 

Patti Murphy 
Facility & Parish Events Coordinator 

patti@oldstmarys.com 
 

Renette  Coachman 
Bulletin Editor 

bulletin@oldstmarys.com 

Database Manager 
Sacramental  Records 

rcoachman@oldstmarys.com 

  Vanesa Jackson, Receptionist 

Mamie Smith, Receptionist 

Mattie Young, Receptionist 
 

 Dennis Davis, Maintenance 

 Lorena Villegas, Maintenance 

PARISH STAFF MASS TIMES 

MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

SATURDAY:  
5:00 pm  

SUNDAY:  
8:00 am, 11:00 am & 4:00 pm  

 

  DAILY MASS:  
8:30 am  

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  

PARISH PHONE:  
312.922.3444 

PARISH WEBSITE:  
www.oldstmarys.com 

SCHOOL PHONE:  
312.386.1560 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  
www.osmschool.com 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

PHONE/WEBSITE INFO 

SACRAMENTS 

BAPTISMS: 
PLEASE GO TO OUR  

 WEBSITE TO REGISTER 
YOUR CHILD(REN)  FOR  

BAPTISM. 
YOU WILL BE CONTACTED. 

CONFESSIONS: 

4 PM SATURDAY  

AND BY APPOINTMENT 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA  –   
JUST FOR FUN 

 
Question: Which two sacraments 
are traditionally administered by 
bishops instead of priests? 
 

Answer: Confirmation and Holy 
Orders 

LIVE THE LITURGY   
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Christ is making a journey into 
each of our hearts this Advent. 
Clear away whatever blocks his 
way. Make straight the path.  
Invite him in. 

Prayer for Advent 2 
 

Dear Lord, 
Open our eyes to the people  

You have specifically placed in 
our path so that we can speak 
healing and comfort to them.  

Help us to prepare for the  
coming of Your kingdom,  

together.  
Amen. 

©LPi 

Observances for the week of  
December 10, 2023 

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Damasus I, Pope  
Tuesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Wednesday: St. Lucy, Virgin and 
 Martyr  
Thursday: St. John of the Cross, 
 Priest and Doctor of the 
 Church  
Friday:  

Saturday:   
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of  
 Advent  
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OLD ST MARY’S has a 
SOCIAL MEDIA  

presence. 

Our giving platfom is Pushpay.    

To begin using Pushpay as a way to share your 
treasure go to  

 https://pushpay.com/g/
oldstmarys/    

You can also access it from 

 our website, our  parish app 
or from this QR code. 

You can also  DONATE TO OLD ST. MARY’S with   
Zelle through your bank.  

Use email address give@oldstmarys.com 

 BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Items are due by 5PM 

on Mondays.  Please Email items to  

bulletin@oldstmarys.com.  Thank You! 

To learn  about what the Archdiocese does to  
protect children, heal victims and make sure all 
priests and church leaders are held accountable. 
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Best Gluten-Free Flours 

for your  

Best Improved Health

FREE Bulk Trial  

for Restaurants

Call (773) 352-9169

https://www.ringoflife.co/ 

ParishionerSpread the Love

“Complete Eye Care for the South Loop”

Robert Steinmetz O.D.
Parishioner

VSP/EYEMED/BCBS/Medicare Accepted

1444 S. Michigan Ave.                            312-588-5999
www.soloeyecare.com

Creating 

Personalized 

Strategies

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Kurt
Steib
Parishioner

South Loop O�ce

Member SIPC

kurt.steib@edwardjones.com

1132 S Wabash Ave.

Suite 606

312-667-4611

• Catering

• Roo�op Patio

• Funeral Luncheons

• Full Service Bar

1212 S. Michigan Avenue

312-374-4459

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Lorraine Adams

 
ladams@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2131

Two Locations to Best Serve You:

 318 East 71st Street 5911 W. Madison Street

 (773) 846-6133 (773) 626-4222

Catholic Family Serving Catholic Families

470 West 26th St | Chicago, IL | 312-842-8681 | www.DalcamoFuneralHome.com

We’re Always Here

Bernard M. Dalcamo
Bernard M. Dalcamo, Jr.

Philip L. Dalcamo

Audrey McFarlin
Ins Agency Inc

Audrey McFarlin, Agent
audrey@audreymcfarlin.com

Bus: 708-371-3555

13301 S Ridgeland Ave 

Unit D, Palos Heights, IL

www.AudreyMcFarlin.com

Bus: 773-935-1400
1631 S Michigan Ave Suite 103, Chicago, IL

www.SouthLoopInsurance.com

Licensed in IL, IN, and WI
Mowimy po polsku.
 Se habla espanol


